The

Dust
Jacket

the orr’s island library, where friends and neighbors gather

Inside this
issue
2 President’s View
Doug Bane Art
3 From the Shelves
Library Wish List
4 Happenings at
the Library
5 Kids' Programs
Get in The Game!
6 Martha’s Window
Memorial Tree
7 In Memoriam
Optelec donation
8 Book Sale & Fair

“

The health of
our civilization,
the depth of
our awareness
about the
underpinnings
of our culture,
and our
concern for
the future can
all be tested
by how well
we support
our libraries.
Carl Sagan

”

sUMMer 2016

“Bridging” destiny: a painting’s journey
Last August, our library

was the beneficiary of an
extraordinary gift. When
Richard O. Card passed
away in May 2015, a list
of inheritors were in line
to claim the painting
of the “Old Orr’s Island
Bridge”, shown here.
None accepted. The Orr’s
Island Library was the
last entity on that list, and
our trustees gratefully
accepted! Paul Ducharme
of Framingham, MA, who
represented the estate from
which the painting came,
delivered this beautiful
treasure to us in August.
The “Old Orr’s Island Bridge” was painted by Richard Card’s grandfather, Norris Edgar
Card, in 1888. It’s truly a twist of fate that the library had a wall large enough to accommodate
the painting which now resides in the Sumner Family Room. The space had been occupied by
an artwork on long-term loan from our own Harpswell artist, Brad McFadden.
Depicting the old Orr’s Island bridge as it appeared in 1888, the painting closely resembles
postcard images from around that time. This painting displays incredible detail such as: a man
and a woman strolling, a man with a rifle, a boy with a switch, and a young man fishing from
a side of the bridge. Also notice the amazing frame, in remarkably intact condition, highlighting the pineapple and pomegranate motif in gold leaf. To truly appreciate the size and
detail of this artwork, you must see it in person!
The painting was very dirty, having hung on the same wall of a Bath home perhaps since
1888. Douglas Bane of Orr’s Island, a professional conservator, cleaned and varnished the
See BRIDGE, page 3
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“Winter Surf at Giant Stairs”

he Orr’s Island Library is a
beehive of activity. New books
and DVD’s are coming and going
at a fast rate. The computer is in
constant use, the 1st Thursday and
Health Talk programs attract more
and more folks each month. The
community outreach collections on
Joanne’s desk have been generous,
and the resulting help given to
Harpswell Community School is
immeasurable. The “Coffee for the
Troops” box overflows with donations. The growing Book Club
causes a traffic jam in front of
the library every month. This is a
rewarding state of affairs!
And now, the rest of the story.....
As our patrons know, the library
has benefitted from remarkable
financial support over the years.
Though the high level of support
continues, we are beginning to
witness a financial downturn that
we attribute to donor loss among
our aging population.
Over the last two years in
particular, the library has lost a
significant number of generous
donors. It is not easy to replace that
loss of funding. Thankfully, the
Town of Harpswell approved an
increase of funds for the library in
its next fiscal year. Unfortunately, as
our donor base diminishes, so goes
our revenue.
As a private non-profit, the
trustees operate the Orr’s Island
Library for the public good, open
to all, and in every case possible,
services are free of charge. Help us
to rejuvenate our donor base. No
donation is too small…or too large.
John Webster

Douglas Bane an Orr’s Island painter, sculptor and conservator has donated his painting, Winter Surf at Giant Stairs

Founder's Day gathering
celebrates OIL's 116 years
O

n Wednesday, May 25, thirty Orr's Island Library supporters gathered
at the Giant Stairs Seafood Grille,
Bailey Island to celebrate the 116th
anniversary of the Library's establishment. Attendees donated $10 per
plate to support the Library's general
operating fund.
Following a delicious meal
prepared by Heather Coffin, Betty
Robbins, (pictured at right), held
the winning door prize ticket, and
went home with a treasure trove of
goodies in a lovely basket!
The library trustees want to
thank Chris and Heather Coffin for
making this event possible.
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In Memoriam
VIVIAN ADDISON

The Orr’s Island Library lost

not only a long-time employee,
but a longtime friend in
Vivian. After
a long period
of declining
health, she
passed away
on December
11, 2015.
Vivian served as the Assistant
Librarian for years, from June
through September while in
residence at her summer home
on Bailey Island. She retreated to
Leeds in the colder months.
Her special interest was the
library’s Annual Book Sale and
Fair. She worked diligently to see
that the sale books were made
ready for the big event.
Wife, mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, and teacher,
she was a joy to all who interacted
with her. The Orr’s Island Library
family has lost a true friend.

HAROLD “BUD”
EDWARDS

T

he Orr’s Island Library family
mourns the loss of Bud Edwards.
Bud passed away on May 16,
2016. A very long-time seasonal
resident of Orr’s Island, Bud
was perhaps the longest serving
library trustee,
and attained
Emeritus a few
years ago.
Bud, who
chaired the
library’s
Finance
Committee, put aside a little bit
every year for decades in a “special
project fund” that eventually
helped finance our renovation
and expansion. Over the years
Bud also funded various library
collection projects. Active in
community affairs, he supported
the Orr’s and Bailey Island's
Fire Department, and the Island
Community Church, singing in
the choir until recently.

ClearView machine a boon to the vision-challenged

The Orr’s Island Library recently lost a long time supporter, Nan

Stockman. In Nan’s memory her family has donated to the library an
Optelec ClearView.
This machine is an auto-focus electronic magnification system developed by Optelec in the Netherlands. The ClearView enables you to read,
write, view photos, do work and much more. It magnifies and enhances
text, objects and images in different colors, brightness, and contrast. It is
easy to operate. It comes with an easy-to-read manual.
The library is pleased to offer this machine for long-term loan. Contact
Joanne Rogers at 833.7811, for more details.

SAVEADATE!
MAY 20, 2017

Without a Trace

Confidential Shredding Service
will return to
Orr’s Island Library
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Free document shredding
for Harpswell residents and businesses.
There will also be a Bake Sale.

This free service is courtesy of a grant from a local supporter.

On Saturday, May 21 Without
st

A Trace shredding truck returned
to the Library. Harpswell residents and business folks filled
fifteen large bins by the time their
personal papers were shredded.
This equalled last year's haul! In
addition to the beautiful weather, a
well-stocked bake sale set its own
record—the library made $400—
the most ever made at this event.
Many thanks to the talented bakers
in our area.
This free, annual public service
event is made possible through the
generosity of a private donor. "The
Shredder" will return on May 20,
2017. So folks are encouraged to
start setting aside their unwanted
papers now to avoid a last-minute
crunch.
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Martha’s
Window
Early on a morning in late fall the sky is velvet black studded with stars.

The sea is speaking fortissimo after a stormy night. I list the last seasonal
chores—hose off, storm windows down, the lavender lawn chair stowed.
Trees have surrendered their leaves to the wind and offer bare limbs
skyward.
In the winter that follows, when cold is a constant and the cat keeps
my feet toasty, I welcome solitude. I inhabit a peaceful space when, as
Wordsworth says, “the hurrying world parts us from our better selves”. I
find comfort in a fleece nightgown, creamy mac and cheese and savory
stew, the impeccable piano artistry of Andras Schiff and John O'Conor,
a good gab with friends at the library, rereading a beloved author, and
paging through the album of memory.
Finally the season turns toward Spring. Though the sky is grey, the dooryard is greening, an amorous cardinal calls, and the first goldfinch appears
at the porch feeder. The celestial music of Bach paints the morning air with
brilliant color. I greet the season that rewards our winter patience with birdsong and bloom.
Soon summer will arrive with its passionate radiance and feast for the
senses. In a time of worldly turmoil and uncertainty, we can find reassurance in the eternal cycle of season after season until time ends.

A living memorial—
there’s no greater tribute
A new tree to honor George B. Weir
now graces the library landscape. Martha
Weir has generously made a gift of a
white Kousa Dogwood (Cornus Kousa)
in memory of her late husband, George.
We planted the tree on May 9, and
already it’s adorned with new growth.
The renovation of the library included
a new landscape plan and over time it
will be completed. We thank Martha for
this thoughtful gift to enhance our campus and soothe our souls.

“

Bad libraries build collections, good libraries
build services, great libraries build communities.

”

R. David Lankes
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BRIDGE, from page 1
painting earlier this year. Two
donors came forward to underwrite
those costs.

NEW BOOKS – FICTION
“The 15th

–

–

–

–
“The 14th

Richard O. Card was born in
Bath and had a banking career in
Boston before retiring back to Bath.
We know little about his grandfather, the artist, or Richard, who
had the foresight to list the library
as a beneficiary. Who could have
foretold that a blank wall at our
library would be available 128 years
after this painting was completed,
to display this extraordinary gift for
the enjoyment of the library and
the Harpswell community.

NEW CD’S

–
–

–

–

–

–
–

–

–

–
–

Our

–

–

–

–

–

–

NEW DVD’S

NEW NON-FICTION

Wish List

If you or your business can
help defray the costs of operating the Orr’s Island Library
this fiscal year or next, we want
to hear from you. (Our fiscal
year ends on July 31).
1. Our children’s programs cost
$250 each. We need to fund 3
programs.

–
–
–

2. We need to replace 5 more tables
for the Annual Book Sale: $500.

–

3. We would love an awning over our
“front door”: about $1,000.

–

4. The cost of the 1st Thursday
programs: $150 per year.

–

5. Our magazine subscriptions: $100
a year.

–

6. We would like to install window
blinds in the Sue Fisher Memorial
Reading Room: about $3,000.

–
–

LIBRARY SERVICES:
•
•
•

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday – 1 to 6 P.M.
Wednesday – 1 to 6 P.M.
Friday – 1 to 6 P.M.
Saturday – 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

If there is some other element
of the annual budget you
would like to support publicly
or privately, contact John
Webster, or Joanne Rogers for
more information.
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Happenings

at the Orr’s Island Library

It’s music to my ears!
On

the Orr’s Island
Community Concert, presented by students from the
nity Church at the Orr’s Island Cemetery
from 2 to 3

NEW DATE!
World’s Longest Yard Sale

Star-gazing, anyone?

Saturday, Sept. 3, 2016
-

Better bargains, ayuh!
For the 4th year the library will host a
community yard sale across the front
able weather, the date has been moved
up to
, with the

P

-

our two—count ‘em 2—
Contact
-

at

or
to reserve

to a summer star-gazing party at your
remember how it was on a memorable
However, if you are not so inclined, as
soon as the members of the
can coordinate

July 7:

August 4: Annual Book Sale

grow up on Bailey Island in a much

See next page
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Children’s Summer Programs

September 1: John & Margo
Almeida
Orr’s Island residents, will relive their
journey on the

Suitable for children kindergarten age and up.

Wednesdays ` Orr’s Island Library ` 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Programs are FREE and last about 1 hour

October 6: Bill Cotter

July 6: The Bugmobile.
growing up on Orr’s Island nearly a
July 13: Conjuring Carroll.

November 3: Joy Johnson
”
in Cundy’s Harbor to combat postinjuries in our returning veterans, and
for those who returned decades ago

July 20: Fur, Feathers & Feet—Birds & Mammals. Have you ever met a

July 27: Scales & Tails: Amazing Reptiles.
December 1: Harpswell Heritage
Apples
Aug. 3: Hula Hoop Mania at the Annual Book Sale & Fair.

*

*

at

For more information about these programs, please call 207.833.7811.

Summer reading and baseball? Get in The Game!
Hey kids! If you like baseball and you like to read, here's a fabulous

opportunity to enjoy both this summer! The Orr's Island Library, partnering with the Portland Sea Dogs, is offering free, general-admission
game vouchers to all children who register for our Summer Reading
Program. All children can participate—independent readers and those
who are read to. The Sea Dogs organization is providing the free vouchers.
Hey parents and grandparents! Are you looking for some quality family
time? Read with your kids. Enjoy a baseball game together. Stop in at
the Library and sign up your child, children, or grandchildren for this
awesome program. Bring along your child's reading log, tracking their
reading, to pick up your free ticket voucher(s) to any Sea Dogs game from
June 1 – August 28. And don't forget your baseball mitt. You never know
where those foul balls are going to go!

Get In The Game, READ!

Program materials will be at the Orr's Island Library. Need more information? Call the Library, 207.833.7811.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

COME CELEBRATE
OUR ANNUAL

BookSale
&
Fair
(rain or shine!)

August 3

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

at Sylvester Field, Lowell's Cove on Orr's Island

"white elephant items" homemade
baked goodies yummy lunch stuff kids' games hula-hoop
mania and other assorted entertainment.
books

cds

dvds

puzzles

the book sale continues thursday, friday and saturday until all
the books are sold!

Don't miss out on this once-a-year opportunity to have
lots of fun and part with your $$$ for a great cause!

