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the orr’s island library, where friends and neighbors gather				

Annual appeal
achieves goal
The Board of Trustees wishes

to thank every one of our donors
for their unwavering support of
the Orr’s Island Library. At the
town meeting in March, the town
of Harpswell honored us with a
$13,000 allocation. Last Fall we
reached our goal for the Annual
Fall Appeal of $11,500.
These two funding sources are
an integral part of our annual
operating budget which allows
us to purchase the newest books,
CDs and DVDs, and keep the
heat and lights on, as needed,
throughout the year. Thank You!
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One night only!

The Orr’s Island Library is pleased
to present a special presentation of
Maine playwright, Linda Britt’s
original one-woman show “Mrs. Smith
Goes toWashington”, honoring the life of
Margaret Chase Smith. Sally Jones
stars as the incomparable Smith, a
woman who distinguished herself by
achieving many firsts for women in the
political arena. The one-time performance will be on Wednesday, July 23
at Library Hall, Bailey Island beginning at 7:30 p.m. Proceeds will benefit
the Orr’s Island Library programs and
services.

Sally Jones portrays Margaret Chase
Smith in the one-woman play, “Mrs.
Smith Goes to Washington”, by
Maine playwright Linda Britt.

Ms. Jones has performed this show in various Maine theatres: the
Footlight Follies in Falmouth, the Out of the Box Theatre in Lewiston
and the Stonington Opera House. “With each performance, I feel that
I am on a mission to honor the memory and accomplishments of this
remarkable Maine woman,” Jones said.
Highlighting her achievements, Margaret Chase Smith was not only
the first woman to serve in both houses of Congress—as a representative and a senator—but she was also the first woman from the state of
Maine to hold those positions.
This year is noteworthy because, 60 years ago, she was the first
woman to be nominated for the presidency of the United States by a
major political party. Until 2011, she had the distinction of being the
longest-serving female senator.
Senator Smith enjoyed a long history in Harpswell. In 1958 she built
a vacation house at West Cundy’s Point, Cundy’s Harbor, which she
See MRS. SMITH, page 3
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The Librarian’s Desk

This past winter was a perfect

time to indulge in a best seller or
an old favorite, the newest movie
in the comfort of your own living
room, or a CD on your way to
work or training!
The puzzle people went from
their usual 1000-piece effort to
a 2000-piece and then, thanks
to Thom Colkitt, all the way
to 3000 pieces. (It was noted
that some individuals were seen
around the table when the library
was closed!)
“First Thursdays” have proved
to be entertaining, informative and certainly well-attended.
Brochures with speakers and dates
listed are available at the library.
A wonderful idea from Henry
and Mary Korsiak – they gift us
with a new book each month.
Sometimes it is our choice, sometimes theirs, and our bookplate
acknowledges their gift.
Chris Potholm continues to
amaze us with new authors, and
his always “on target” recommendation to “read this first.” Jim and
Nancy Glazer bring me the newest
mystery before I can get to the
store! These are just a few of the
wonderful people who support the
library with their presents!
If you notice stacks of boxes
when you come into the library,
you are seeing the many donations for our annual book sale. I
am busy sorting and repacking,
and I hope you will bring your
donations anytime the library is
open, and feel free to volunteer
See LIBRARIAN, page 5

The President’s View
What a winter! I’ll say it again,

WHAT A WINTER!

It’s been such a delight to
move past the snow and cold to
welcome spring and summer!
The bitter cold outside was
all but forgotten upon entering
the cozy warmth of Orr’s Island
Library, whether attending
the First Thursday programs or
book club meetings, enjoying
the Metropolitan Museum of
Art-inspired Christmas tree,
the illuminated Menorah on the
mantle, the amazing blooming
hibiscus, or the lighted hearth
side in the Sue Fisher Moren
Memorial Reading Room.
Two groups of preschoolers
visited our library this winter
for a reading hour with “Miss
Marnie”. Encouraged by such
events, our board of trustees is
developing strategies to boost
our children’s interest in, and
use of, the library. I mentioned
this in our Appeal last Fall. We
are learning that early reading
[habits] forms an important
foundation for successful early
education. Any way our library
can contribute to this pattern of
success will benefit our children,
the library, and the community.
How, you might ask? Look
at the recent renovation and
new building project for our
library. Several professionals who
shaped and executed these projects were once local kids who
used the Orr’s Island Library
as many as 80 years ago. More
than one trustee, our banker, our

project manager, our painter and
numerous workers benefitted
from this library as children.
The donations that came in
from 28 states and many towns
throughout Maine came from
former youngsters-turnedpatrons of the library. These
children paid tribute to their fond
memories of, and early reading
experiences at the library with
significant financial support.
Without these children the renovation and new building project
would not have been possible.
We believe that emphasizing
children’s programming at the
library can yield positive results:
enhanced childhood literacy and
interest in continuing self-education; and building a foundation of
donors, trustees and supporters
for the next 100 years.
We are pleased to have added
the new Sumner Family Room for
non-fiction buffs. Our healthy
budget allows us to augment our
book, CD and DVD collections.
As always, the free WiFi and
computers are benefits enjoyed
by old and new adult patrons.
This spring we’ll be installing
climate control for the library,
thanks to a $5,000 grant from the
Alfred J. Senter Fund. Hopefully,
the dehumidifier will R.I. P.!
If you missed the recent
completion of a 3,000 piece
puzzle – see page 4 – stop by and
try your hand on the next one. All
are welcome to participate.

John Webster
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From the Shelves

NEW CD’s

LIBRARIAN, from page 2

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo –

during the sale in August.

Stieg Larson

Join us for reading, listening,
puzzling, or finding a corner
to use your computer. Take
out a movie or a magazine and
remember “a piece of chocolate
always makes a better day.”

The Poacher’s Son – Paul Doiron

NEW BOOKS – FICTION

Intent to Kill – James Grippando
The Bones of Paris – Laurie King

Children of the Revolution –

Zero Hour – Clive Cussler

Peter Robinson

The Paris Architect – Charles Belfoure

Rasputin’s Shadow – Raymond Khoury

W is for Wanted – Sue Grafton

Sense and Sensibilities – Janna Trollope
Death on Blackheath – Ann Perry
Warriors – Ted Bell
Sleepyhead – Mark Bellingham
Still Life With Breadcrumbs –
Anna Quindlen
The Museum of Extraordinary Things –
Alice Hoffman
Missing You – Harlan Cohen
The Invention of Wings – Sue Monk Kidd
Soap for the Missing – Stewart O’Nan
The Forever Girl – Alexander McCall Smith
Hunting Shadows – Charles Todd
Under the Wide and Starry Sky –
Nancy Horan
By It’s Cover – Donna Leon

NEW DVD’S
Walking with Dinosaurs
Odd Thomas
The Nut Job
American Hustle
Saving Mr. Banks
Inside Llewyn Davis
The Bank Thief
Gravity

Dallas Buyers Club

This is the Story of a Happy Marriage –
Ann Patchett
How Jesus Became God – Bart D. Ehrman
Sturge a Memoir – Sanford Phippen
Malaga Island, Fragmented Lines –
Katherine McBrien
Inside a Pearl – Edmund White

Bad Grandpa
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty

❖

❖

❖

❖

library hours:

Monday – 1 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday – 1 to 6 p.m.
Friday – 1 to 6 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

Seeing Further – Bill Bryson
The Sixth Extinction – Elizabeth Kolbert
Things That Matter – Charles Krauthammer
The Great Gold Swindle of Lubec, Maine
Carrie Bangs
Somalis in Maine: Crossing Cultural
Currents

❖

❖

“What a wonderful newsletter
about the library! The book sale
is an event I look forward to each
year—treasures galore!”

Hours

❖

❖

“(I) proudly wear my Orr’s
Island Library hat.”

All is Lost

❖

❖

“Thank you for being the
wonderful resource you are and
for the spirit of community you
represent.”

Philomena

❖

❖

Here’s what some folks are saying
about our Library:

Life as a House

NEW NON-FICTION
Johnny Appleseed – Howard Means

❖

Like us? You bet!

The Wolf of Wall Street

12 Years a Slave

John Edward Huth

❖

At Middleton

Destroyer Angel – Nevada Barr

The Lost Art of Finding Our Way –

Joanne Rogers

we have

WiFi

We have two computers,
a printer and a copy machine.

“Hope I am not too late to get
the calendar. I got one from Brad
McFadden last summer and each
month I can’t wait till the last day,
so I can put up the next picture.
I surely love having my touch of
Maine to remind me of what I am
so lonesome for.”
“. . . library looks lovely, great
job!”
“We are building a house. . .and
look forward to a more active
role at the library as time goes by.
Till then, we’ll do what we can
from Texas.”
“Thanks-all-of-you! Orr’s Island
is not only a gem, but amazingly
full of everything we need.”
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M artha’s
W indow
A week before the calendar says
it’s Spring, my window is blurred
with windblown snow. My
crow sits in the backyard maple,
waiting with whitened wings for
his daily bread. He knows what
time it is despite the weather.

Time is on my mind, time
specific and time capricious, time
seasonal and time eternal. The
harsh winter past seemed endless;
the green awakening of Spring, a
distant hope.
But time brings the first
passionate aria of the cardinal,
Pavarotti in red feathers. And
time brings heron and osprey and
all the winged folk of the season.
Daffodil, forsythia, and lilac
will bloom in their time. The
lupine will spread in a blue tide
across field and roadside. And
the wild rose will scent the air.
All memory of winter’s monotonous, scentless presence will
vanish. Gardens will be tilled and
planted, watered and weeded
with care until they yield their
largesse. All in good time.
Nature’s time moves inexorably
forward, season after season. Its
time is eternal. Ours is finite.
Despite the demands of duty and
the burden of sorrow for those
who rest beyond time, our task
is to use time well. Be loving and
giving; be helpful and grateful.
Honor the gift of time. And smile
to shame sorrow.

Under da Sea — Though it is difficult to appreciate the real beauty of this puzzle
in black and white, know that the troop of dedicated puzzlers at the Library spent
untold hours assembling this extraordinary 3,000 piece work of art. If you want to
see the full color version, there is a photocopy at the Library and also on the What’s
New section of our web site.

Save the Date! 5/23/15

This year’s first effort to offer a shredding service was so successful
that we booked Without a Trace to return next year for our second
annual finally-get-rid-of-those-unnecessary-personal-papers event.
People came
from everywhere armed
with a few files
to boxes and
boxes of old
files they were
delighted to
feed to the very
hungry shredding machine.
A cathartic experience, indeed. Heavens! What will they do with all
that vacant space in their file cabinets, desk drawers, closets, attics and
basements?
So, if you missed this year’s event, despair not. Start sorting through
your mountains of aged-out files and assorted unwanted papers and
get ready for some shredding next year. I’ve heard rumors you might
not have to wait until May 2015, but be patient. Details will follow.
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Summer Children’s Programs

Five Wednesdays at the Orr’s Island Library from 10:00 to 11:00
a.m. Suitable for children in kindergarten and up. The events are
FREE! For more information call 207-833-7811.

JULY 2

Butterfly & Insect Show Jim Nutting just might
change your mind with his live specimens and
amazing information from his Butterfly and Insect
Museum (Lisbon Falls).

JULY 9

Scales & Tales –– All about reptiles The Chewonki
Foundation presents four live non-releasable reptiles, a perennial favorite, and a hands-on program
to help dispel fears, allowing attendees to touch and
feel the specimens.

JULY 16

Discover the magic of reading Back by popular
demand, magician Carroll Chapman blends his
magic and instructional lessons about the importance of reading. Encourage your child to explore
the wonders and adventures of books!

JULY 23

Animal Adaptations—Surviving in the wild
Webbed feet, camouflaged fur or spines are all the
ways animals adapt to survive. Live animals and fun
costumes to try on will make for a fun-filled hour.

JULY 30

AUGUST 6

Helping Dogs Volunteer puppy trainers from the
National Education for Assistance Dog Services
(N.E.A.D.S.) will have their current puppies-in-training to demonstrate the training of, and services
provided, by assistance dogs. The trainers will discuss the many ways that dogs help people and will
offer tips about responsible pet dog ownership.
Hula Hoop Mania––At the annual Book Sale & Fair
10:00 a.m. at Lowell’s Cove, Orr’s Island. Amanda
Walden will bring her hula hoops and music for Hula
Hoop Mania! If you have your own hula hoop, bring
it, and get ready to HOOP it up at the Children’s Tent.

MRS. SMITH, from page 1

used, as well as another home,
until her death in 1995.
Sally Jones, in addition to her
remarkable acting abilities, is
a certified teacher, and retired
from Oxford Hill Comprehensive
High School where she taught
English and Drama.
Linda Britt is a Maine playwright whose work has been
performed by Out of the Box
Theatre Company, Community
Little Theatre, The Improvised
Puppet Project, Freeport
Community Players in Maine and
Hand-to-Mouth Players in New
York.“Mrs. Smith Goes toWashington”
premiered in 2010 and continues
to tour around Maine.

“Mrs. Smith Goes
to Washington”
Wednesday, July 23
7:30 p.m.
Library Hall, Bailey Island
Admission: $10
Advance reserved seating
$12 These tickets available
at the Orr’s Island Library
This special presentation will support
the Orr’s Island Library and is the second in a series of public performances
the library intends to continue.
This third public event was brought
to Harpswell through a generous grant
from an anonymous donor.

(Donations in honor or memory of)

In Honor Of
Jean A. Johnson

from: Ann E. Jackson Hutson, Maryland

John R. Webster

from: Florence Shapiro, Texas

In Memory Of
Bruce Crawford

from: Clee Miller, Bailey Island
from: Douglas M. Warren & Pamela K. Berry
Texas
from: John D. and Jean D. Chiquoine,Orr’s Island

Robert G. Leeman

from: Robert & Elizabeth Leeman, Bailey Island

Sue Fisher Moren

from: Usher (Albert) Moren

George Weir

from: Geoffrey & Alayne Boland, Florida
from: Margaret McCann, Brunswick

John W. Jackson

from: Ann E. Jackson Hutson, Maryland

John & Helen Arndt

Matching Gifts
Exxon Mobil

courtesy of Richard Darcey, Brunswick

Book Sale & Fair

2013-2014
Honors & Memorials

meander
through an
expansive array of
books, cds, dvds,
puzzles

& “white

elephant” items

indulge
in irresistible
homemade baked
goods and yummy
lunch items

amuse

your (inner) child

come celebrate
our 4th year

Lowell’s Cove Field,
Orr’s Island

at

rain or shine!

August 6
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
* * watch for the signs * *

and other kidlets
with hula hoops,
face painting, &

the book sale continues

games in the

thursday, friday

& saturday

children’s tent

until all the books are sold!

Visit our web site www.orrsislandlibrary.org Like us on Facebook Facebook.com/OrrsIslandLibrary
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